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complex sustainability challenges in today’s energy systems 
and was recently elected to the Geothermal Rising (GR) 
Board holding the Energy Advocate Seat.

Jeanine supports the Redevelop Program through the 
University of Calgary, the SWITCH program, and is helping 
to create a Geothermal Chapter for the joint University of 
Calgary and Canadian Society for Unconventional Resources 
(CSUR) ‘Massive Open Online Courses’ (MOOC).

Through Jeanine’s efforts, a new generation of Canadian 
geologists have found inspiration to pursue studies and 
launch careers in an industry that did not exist in Canada 
until she proved it could be done.  Her innovation and 
collaborative nature bringing people together is blazing 
new trails toward her vision of re-imagining the potential for 
geothermal energy on the planet.
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STANLEY SLIPPER GOLD MEDAL AWARD
The Stanley Slipper Gold Medal is amongst the highest honours awarded by the 
Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists. The medal is presented annually 
for outstanding contributions to petroleum exploration and development 
either in Canada or by Canadian-based petroleum geologists working 
internationally. The contributions of the winner of this award may encompass 
one or more activities including initiating and/or leading exploration or 
development programs, making significant discoveries on new or existing 
exploration trends, applying new technologies to exploration and exploitation, 
and teaching and/or training of petroleum geologists. In contrast to other 
C.S.P.G. awards, the Stanley Slipper Gold Medal Award recognizes, in part, 
accomplishments in business and in the broader petroleum industry through 
the application of the knowledge of petroleum geology. The award is limited 
to individuals. Candidates must be alive at the time of their selection. The 
winner must be a petroleum geologist and a C.S.P.G. member.

The Stanley Slipper Gold Medal for 2021 has been awarded to Dr. Thomas (Tom) 
Moslow, in recognition of his outstanding career. During more than 40 years, Tom 
has worked for several Canadian oil and gas energy companies, has taught, and 
supervised graduate students as a professor at two Alberta universities, and 
has conducted numerous core studies, field trips and professional development 
courses as a consultant. He has personally discovered several new oil and gas 
pools in Cretaceous and Triassic strata. He became a leader in the exploration 
and development of the Triassic Montney Formation. His fingerprints have been 
present in many of our industry’s successes, directly through his mentorship and 
teaching of both students and industry geologists. Tom has distinguished himself 
by prominently leading the application of modern depositional environmental 
interpretations through core-based observations to determine reservoir trends 
and to predict new subsurface hydrocarbon pools. The Stanley Slipper Gold 
Medal has been awarded to Dr. Moslow based on his outstanding contributions 
to petroleum exploration and development in Canada.

Dr. Moslow received his B.Sc. degree in Marine Science from Southampton 
College of Long Island University (1975) and his M.Sc. in Marine Geology from 
Duke University (1977). He earned his Ph.D. in Geology from the University of 
South Carolina (1980), having researched modern depositional environments, 
coastal processes, and sedimentology under the excellent mentorship of Dr. 
Miles O. Hayes. Tom then worked as a research geologist at the Cities Service 
Technology Center from 1980 to 1983 in their exploration and production research 
groups and is grateful for the supervision he received there from Dr. Roger Slatt. 
From 1983 to 1987, Tom held joint appointments as an assistant professor in 
the School of Geoscience at Louisiana State University and as a supervisor in the 
Louisiana Geological Survey, applying his expertise in coastal sedimentation to 
projects mitigating coastal erosion. Tom also served as Assistant Director of the 
Basin Research Institute at L.S.U. where the mentorship provided by Drs. Arnold 
Bouma and Clyde Moore laid a foundation for interpretations that Tom applied 
later in his career.

In 1987, Tom moved to Canada to join the University of Alberta as an Associate 
Professor. He was promoted to Full Professor in 1994. Tom credits the late Drs. 
Charlie Stelck and George Pemberton with creating an exciting and interactive 
environment in which to pursue research in sedimentology. With his very first 
NSERC grant, Tom decided to focus on something “unique” and started by 
looking at cores in the bioclastic-rich rocks of the Middle Triassic Halfway and 
Doig formations. He directed his graduate students to apply the insights gained 
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from modern analogs to guide interpretations of 
the depositional environments and facies that they 
observed in core. His interpretations of core often 
“just clicked” because he could relate them to the 
modern environments that he had studied earlier. Tom 
prided himself in training students to think beyond 
their basic interpretations and make predictions of 
where they could find new reservoir trends. He felt 
that this was critical, not only for the benefit of their 
future employment, but also to provide meaningful 
application of their research to the oil and gas 
industry. The University of Alberta’s Dean of Science 
once told Tom that he admired Tom’s teaching abilities 
“because every one of your graduate students gets 
a job.” 

During the 1990s, Tom turned 
his attention and geological 
curiosity towards the Triassic 
Montney Formation. Tom 
recalls his first insight into 
the potential of the Montney 
occurred when a colleague 
asked him to look at a thin, 
sharp-based sandstone/
siltstone bed in a Montney 
core at the former Charlie 
Lake core warehouse. Tom 
immediately recognized a 
complete Bouma sequence. 
It was an exciting moment 
when he realized that there 
were preserved turbidite 
deposits within the down-
dip portion of the Montney, 
supporting basin floor fan 
potential. 

In late 1992, Tom was 
working with Dr. Graham 
Davies, with whom he had 
developed a highly successful 
Triassic-focused short 
course. They had also just 

advertised a proposal to conduct a regional Triassic 
study that included Montney turbidite potential when 
Conwest Exploration announced the Valhalla Montney 
turbidite discovery, far downdip of the known Montney 
shoreface/subcrop edge. Despite skeptics in the 
industry, Tom and Graham began to publish some 
of the earliest turbidite interpretations based on 
Montney core descriptions. Tom gives credits to Dr. 
Davies whose creative influence and partnership over 
the years have had a profound positive impact on 
Tom’s work. 

In 1995, after eight years at the University of Alberta, 
Tom took a sabbatical leave to work with Canadian 
Hunter Exploration Ltd. He spent much of that summer 
conducting field work on the Lower Cretaceous outcrop 
trends along the Front Ranges of northeastern B.C., 
mapping the lateral variability of conglomerates and 
other facies in the Falher Formation. At the end 

of his sabbatical, Canadian Hunter offered Tom 
a position as a Senior Geological Advisor that he 
accepted. He then applied his knowledge and skills 
from the outcrop and cores to unravel and predict 
subsurface Falher depositional trends and reservoir 
development for Canadian Hunter’s drilling program. 
Robert Sadownyk recalls Tom passionately guiding 
many development teams through Falher outcrops 
and cores during those days at Canadian Hunter. 
Together with the petrographers, Tom developed a 
reservoir model used to discriminate economic clast-
supported conglomerates from uneconomic matrix-
supported conglomerates based on core and cuttings 
descriptions. Successful whipstocks (before the era of 
unconventional reservoir drilling) were drilled on Tom’s 
prediction of these reservoir trends. 

In 1997, during a memorable lunch with Fred Woods, 
Tom was asked to join Ulster Petroleums Ltd., a 
startup, as its Chief Geologist. Tom remembers 
this as a “fun, exciting time,” having success in 
exploring many subsurface Cretaceous and Halfway/
Doig targets in Alberta and British Columbia. His 
work resulted in many commercial successes with 
discoveries across the Wapiti, Alberta area and into 
B.C., as well as the building a Regional Studies 
Group of 15 full-time geoscience professionals. Tom 
recalls having Fred’s unequivocal support (as company 
president) to complete an oil-stained Halfway interval 
that the engineers planned to abandon due to low 
resistivity. A bit of fist-pounding on the table resulted 
in a phone call to Fred and support for completing 
the well, which successfully flowed at 500 bopd. 
Fred continues to view Tom as one of the best Deep 
Basin experts. Tom’s friendship with Fred continues to  
this day. 

Dr. Greg Baniak of Petronas Energy Canada comments 
that “it was during these initial opportunities in 
the mid-1990s that Dr. Moslow also developed a 
keen business sense and recognized that multiple 
opportunities abounded in the world of private equity.” 
In 2000, Fred and Tom helped co-found Midnight Oil 
and Gas, and raised a $15 million blind pool. Although 
these were stressful times for Tom, as Halfway wells 
cost $1.5 million each, Midnight’s production quickly 
grew to over 4000 bopd. In 2004, Midnight leveraged 
and completed a reverse takeover of an American 
company, Vintage Oil and Gas. This resulted in the 
creation of a royalty trust, Daylight Energy, and the 
spinoff of a new entity, Midnight Oil Exploration. In 
2006, Tom dropped his Vice President role at Daylight 
Energy Trust to work solely at Midnight Oil Exploration. 
Greg notes that “Within Midnight Oil Exploration Tom 
served as Senior Vice President Exploration and 
helped build a world-class resource base of over 2 
TCF of contingent reserves in the western Canadian 
Deep Basin.” 

In 2009, Tom continued to demonstrate his expertise, 
as Senior Vice-President Exploration of Pace Oil and 
Gas Ltd., a company created through a large strategic 
$450 million reverse merger of Midnight Oil Exploration 

Dr. Tom Moslow’s technical 
leadership/mentorship and his 
outstanding advancement of 
major hydrocarbon plays in the 
Western Canadian Sedimentary 
Basin through the application 
and prediction of sedimentology 
and reservoir distribution, make 
him the deserving recipient of 
the C.S.P.G.’s Stanley Slipper 
Gold Medal Award for 2021. 
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and Provident Energy Trust's production business. 
Working again in partnership with Fred Woods, Tom 
pursued liquids-rich resource plays, applying tight gas 
technology and horizontal completions.

In December 2011, Tom left Pace to form his own 
independent consulting business (Moslow Geoscience 
Consulting Ltd), providing technical services for 
numerous Canadian oil and gas exploration companies, 
particularly for Montney evaluations. Matthew Adams 
worked with Tom at Progress Energy Canada Ltd. 
on evaluating Talisman’s very large Montney asset 
in northeastern British Columbia. Matt writes “Dr. 
Moslow’s work was pivotal in Talisman’s $1.5 billion 
divestment to Progress Energy… Dr Moslow is the 
only remaining consultant (at Progress/Petronas) from 
the transaction and remains there today.” Matt writes 
of Tom’s exceptional interpretation skills, “To this day, 
Tom maintains his roots of tying the reservoir back to 
modern depositional analogs through detailed core 
analysis. The back of his core viewing lab coat reads 
‘Rocks don’t lie.’ 

Together with his former graduate student, Dr. John-
Paul Zonneveld, Tom co-created a Montney course 
that has become an industry standard for geologists. 
JP notes that “Tom has presented dozens of C.S.P.G. 
and A.A.P.G. conference presentations and numerous 
C.S.P.G. luncheon presentations on a diverse variety 
of topics pertaining to Canadian petroleum geology… 
and served as advisor and mentor to generations 
of geoscientists employed in the Calgary petroleum 
industry and in academia.”  Tom still holds an Adjunct 
Professor position with the University of Calgary and 
was the editor and a co-author of the two volume 
Special Issue on the Montney Formation of Western 
Canada, published by the C.S.P.G. in 2018. 

During his career, Tom received many best paper awards 
at various C.S.P.G. conventions and was the coordinator/
contributor for many core 
workshops. Dr. Zonneveld 
writes, “Tom has been a 
leader in the advancement 
of several quintessential 
Canadian conventional and 
unconventional hydrocarbon 
plays including the Spirit 
River … the Falher … the 
Doig-Halfway ... and most 
significantly the Montney play, 
both throughout the 1990s 
as a conventional gas and 
oil reservoir and   most 
recently as Canada’s premier 
unconventional … play.” 

Tom’s friends know him 
to be an avid Yankees 
baseball fan, committed 
runner and dedicated family 
man. In addition to all his 
accomplishments, all those who have worked with Tom 
comment on his down-to-earth personality, his humble, 
respectful demeanor, and his ability to bring out the 
best in people. Above all, Tom’s exceptional passion for 
geology and lifelong learning (‘always going to school’) 
is present in all aspects of his work. 

Dr. Tom Moslow’s technical leadership/mentorship and 
his outstanding advancement of major hydrocarbon 
plays in the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin 
through the application and prediction of sedimentology 
and reservoir distribution, make him the deserving 
recipient of the C.S.P.G.’s Stanley Slipper Gold Medal 
Award for 2021. 

“To this day, Tom maintains his 
roots of tying the reservoir back 
to modern depositional analogs 
through detailed core
analysis. The back of his core 
viewing lab coat reads ‘Rocks 
don’t lie.’"
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